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Child’s Play is the first solo exhibition by Berlin-based artist Patricia Waller at C24
Gallery. The show displays the myriad ways that Waller explores how violence is
woven into the fabric of modern culture, particularly as it impacts children and animals.
Her crocheted figures combine elements of cartoon-like innocence with sinister
undertones and graphic depictions of both accidental and purposeful injury. The
juxtaposition of these contrasting elements conjures both humor and horror,
awakening the senses of viewers to profound effect.

In this collection, we bring together work that explores violence on a number of
different levels. First there is the overt imagery of children who have suffered the
cruelties of war and its associated atrocities. The animals that appear in Waller's work
represent our relationship to and understanding of nature. Works from the Happy
Gardening series explore the hierarchy of value we place on living creatures, from
beloved pets to animals we kill for food, to unwanted household or garden pests that
we dispose of with cruelty. Behind the pieces assembled in Strange Desires is an
investigation of socially accepted desires and taboos, hidden imagination, and secrets
about domination, humiliation and temptation.

The title, Child’s Play connotes something simple and easy to do, guided by
imagination more than by fixed rules. While Waller's crocheted works may seem to
trivialize their subjects, the harmlessness with which the handicrafts present
themselves makes the themes they deal with appear all the more blatant and cynical.
The ambiguous works raise uncomfortable questions about how we deal with the
various forms of violence in our society: the violence to which we are exposed, which
we perpetrate ourselves and which we consume with relish. In so doing, she
encourages us to reconsider how we deal with our fears and our ability to address or
repress them.
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